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Io His Grace 


The Duke of 


2 


Marlborough, 


| General of the FORCES 
ol Her moſt Excellent Ma- 


jeſty the QUEEN of 
Great Britain, &c. 


4 My LORD, 


1 HE admirable Humility and 
1 Moderation with which your Grace 
ſuſtains the Fame of Your Mighty Decas, 
gives me Hope that You will vouchſafe 
Acceptance to this little Manual, de- 
| ſigned for the Glory of that moſt Gra- 


cious God, who has done You this un- 


iv The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Victories of thoſe brave Soldiers who are 
honoured by Tour Grace s renowned Con- - 
duct. 
And may it pleaſe Almighty God 
to perfect that Bleſſing to the World by 
Your Hands, which his good Providence 
has already more than begun by Your au- 
ſpicious Wiſdom and Courage. May 
Her Majeſty's Arms appear as formida- 
ble upon the Sein this next Campaign, 
as they did upon the Danube the laſt. 
That the fweet Enjoyment of Peace may 
at length retrun to the Chriſtian World, 
by the fixing of juſt Boundaries to the © 
Common Enemy, who pretends to a 
Right to make Kings and Chains for 
other Nations, and to impoſe them ac- 
cording to his meer Pleaſure. 


1 am, My Lord, 


* 
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k 


Your Grace's moſt Reſpectful 
And moſt Obedient Humble Servant, 


| Joſiah Woodward. | 
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QUEEN 
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Great Britain, Oc. 


| Grace, Mercy, and Peace, in our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. . 


I all the Sorts of Kindneſs that 
one Friend can do for another, 
the greateſt is that of Chriſtian 


Admonitron, in which a Perſon, in 
the an Love and Regard to us, ſeeks ro 
prevent our Eternal Miſery, and to put us 
into the Bd, of Artaining the uemeſt Bliſs 


—— 
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is really from this Principle, and in the Pur- 
{u.rof this End, that I put this little Moni- 


tor into your Hands, my Brother; and there- 
fore I pray you to Accept it kindly, and to 
Peruſe it ſeriouſly. And I humbly beſeech 
the Holy Spirit of Ged, to make it uleful 
to your Spiritual Edification and Eternal 
Happineſs. 

As to the Way of a Soldier's Life, I con- 
ccive that it is allowed to be Lawful, even 
by that impartial Reprover cf Sin St. Jun 
the Baptiſt, who beirg ask'd by thoſe Sol- 
diers, Whole Conſciences he had alarm'd by 
bis Sermons of Repentance, What courle of 
Lite he would adviſe them to for the Time 


to come? We find, that he did not require 


tem to quit their Military Employment, 
but to manage it wich due reſpect to Ju- 


ſtice, Truth, and Mederation, (Luk. iii. 14.) 


And the Soldiers likewife demanded cf him, 
ſa; ing, And what ſnil we do? And he ſail 
unto them, Do Violence to no Min, neither 
accilſʒs any falſly, and te content nith your 
Mages. . 

And ſince the Employment of a Soldier 
is granted to be lawful, the preſent State of 
Things ſeems to make the Uſe of them ne- 
ceſſary. Fer, fince ſome Princes are ſuch 
common; Diſturbers, as well of the Rights, 
as of the Peace of Mankind, and are 
continually invading and arburarily 
removing their Neighbours Land-marks, 
and for that purpole, do keep up great 
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ceſſary that ſuch other States as are within 
the reach of their Power, ſhould put them- 
ſelves into a Condition of reſiſting Force 


by Force, if need be; that ſo they might 


not lie expoſed to the barbarc us Inſults of 
ambitious and arbitrary Invaſions. | 
Yea, we muſt farther grant, that the 


jiſt and valiant Exerciſe of your martial 


Employment, my Brother, is not only law- 
ful and expedient, but worthy alſo ro be 
ſignalzed and encouraged by particular 


Marks of Honour, as ſome compenſation of 
the many Dangers and Fatigues, to which 


vou are expoſed above crhers for the Pub- 
lick Safety. And in regard to this, the mean- 
eſt Perſon that truly anſwers the Character 
of a Good Soldier, deſerves the Name of a 
Gentleman; and to be promored to higher 
degrees of Honour, as the Merit of his 
Prudence, Virtue, and Valcur, advances, For 
moſt of our Titles f Honour, from a Gen- 
tleman to a Prince, ſuch as Eſquire, Knight, 
Count, Duke, &c. are (in the very Meaning 
of the Word) Militmy Dignities. Such 
Honour being very realonably due to thoſe 
who generouſly and bravely maintain the 
Publick Liberty and Safety with the Hazard 


of their Lives, and Expence of their Blood, 
provided that they do nor otherwiſe degrade 


themſelves by any baſe and diſhonourable 
Actions, | 


It muſt therefore be the worthy Soldier's 


Care, to keep his Virtue unſullied, that the 
,onity Of his Profetfion may not be ſtained 
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by any baſe and unworthy Actions: If a 
Soldier Steals, Lies, or Swears prophanely; 
if he Drinks to Exceſs, or does Violence to 
Man or Woman, he degrades himſelf, and 
forfeirs the Honour due to his Station; be- 
cauſe, herein he acts contrary to the De- 
ſign of his Employment; for a Soldier is 


if 


one that is armed by Public Authority, for 


the public Safety, Peace, and Quiet; and 


if he ſhould act contrary to this, he would 
liſt himſelf among the baſe Herd of profi- 
gate Rbbers and Cut-Throats, who have no 
ſenſe of Honour, nor any regard to the Go- 
vernment of Gd or Man; which is the 
peſtilent Root of all Villany. | 

It is therefore neceſſary, that 1 lay down 
a few Principal Truths, which are the 
Ground-work of all that follows; in which 
I defire you, my Brother, to be fully ſatisfied, 
or you will be wanting of your beſt Guard 
and Defence againſt all vile and diſhonour- 
able Actions. 

In the firſt Place, be aſſured, that the 
Bleſſing of Almighty God is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to make the Conduct, and the At- 
tempts and Endeavours of all the Armies in 
the World, truly proſperous and happy. 
Hiſdom and Strength are his, (Job xii, 13.) 
The Battle is not always to the Strong, (Eccl. 
ix. 11.) Where God conducts the General 
of an Army, and inſpirits the Scldzers, they 
march with Glory, and carry Terror 
where'er they come. And on the other 
hand nere NA. doe iſpiri caſt dow 
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"2 and make fearful the Hearts even of coura- | 

y; gious Men, they will fear where no Fear is, | 

to they will flee before they are purſued, or even 

nd attack'd, and can do nothing worthily. So 

e- that we muſt ever own it with the great- | 

e- »- eſt Submiſſion, that the Almighty Sovereign 

is of the World is the Diſpoſer of all Victory | 

or and Succeſs; that He is the great Arbitra- 

id tor of the Pretences of Princes, and the 

Id Diſtributor of the Kingdoms of rhe Earth. 

ir And accordingly when the Holy Scripture | 

o mentions the Conqueſt of any Prince, Pro- 

on vince, or Kingdom, by any other; it is in 

le theſe Words, The Lord delivered him, or it, 
into his, or their Hands, (Joſh. vi. 7. Judg. | 


n vii. 9. Dan. i. 2.) And the Prophet Da- 

e niel avers it to the Face of a very haughty 

h Prince, who was the Empercur of all the 

bs then known World, That it was the God of 

d Heaven that gave him his Kingdom, Power, 

» Strength, and Glory, (Dan. ii. 37.) And 
after a very ſtrange Judgment of God up- 
on him, for his Haughrineſs and Pride, of 
having ſo vaſt an Empire and Rule, this 

1 lame mighty Emperour comes to a moſt ſe- 

rlous Acknowledgement of this Truth, 
(Dan. iv. 34, 35, 37.) Now 1 Nebuchad- 
nezzar praiſe, extol, and honour the Kino of 
Heaven, whoſe Dominion is an everlaſting | 
Dominion, and his Kingdom from Generhti- 
on to Generation, And all the Inhabitants of 
the Earth. are reputed as nothing: and he 
doth according to his Will in the Army of . 


- 
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Earth: and nene can ſlay tis Hand, or ſay 
unto Him, What diſt thou? Ir is therefore 
a principal Point of Wiſdom in any Prince 
or Commander, to place his Hope of Victory 
and his Strength in the Almighry Gcd, ac: 
cording to the Example of the wile and va- 
liant King David, (Plal. xviii. 2.) The 
Lord is my Rock, and Fortreſi, and Deliverer, 
my Strength, my Buckler, my high Tower, and 
Salvation. In which Words, he humbly ac« 
knowledges that the GREAT GOD 
was the whole Cauſe of all that Courage 
and Strength which he had ſhewn in the 
many Battles he foughr, and the Giver of 
all the Victo and Triumph which attended 
his Arms. And tho' ſome Generals have 
ipoken very prophanely of this Matter, as 
\ it they would not ask Victory from any 
Power above, if they did but exceed their 
Enemies in competent Numbers of good 

Þ $quadrons and Battalions and Fleets; and 
= to which they have impiouſly and blaſphe- 
= mouſly given the Name of INVINCIBLE ; 
= ver the Wiſdom of God condemns, as a 
= ſenſeleſs piece of Pride and Preſumprion, 
l this Confidence in an Arm of Fleſh, this ma- 
king an Idol of Creatures, in whom of them- 

_ teives there is no Power nor Might: We 
| find in the Chronicles ofthe Kings of Fudah, 
a great Prince, who had One Million, Three 
= Hundred and Threeſcore Thouſand valiant Sol- 
diers at his Command, (2 Chron. xvii. 14.) 
Vet this mighty Prince diſclaims all Confi- 


* 
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things, we muſt grant, that no Ccuræge can 


The Soldier's Yonitoz, 11 
dence in this numerous and brave Army: 
and in a Way of Humility, (and not Cow- 
ardice) proſtrates himſelf before the Lord of 
Hoſts, with this pious ard true Expreſſion 
of his Truſt in Him, (2 Chren. xx. 6, 12.) 
Thou, O Lerd God, ruleſt over all the Ring- 
dems of the Earth, and in thine Hand: there 
7s Power, and Mig hit, ſo that none is able to 
withſtand thee. But in us there is no Might 
againſt this great Company that cemeth a- 
gainſt us; only cur Eyes are unto thee, Which 
perfectly agrees with that Sentence of the 
Oracles of God, (Pſal. xxxiii. 16.) No Prince 18 
ſaved Ly the Multitude of an Hoſt, nor any 


9 r — by 


mighty Man by his great Strengib. And we are 
aſſured ( Pfal. cxxvii. 1.) that all humane 
Defence is inſufficient to preſerve the ſtrong- q 


eſt Town, except tle Lord keeps it. And if 


we ccnſider the Nature and Reaſcn of 


be ſuppoſed ro be ſo brave and manly as 
that which is grounded on the Hope of - 
Allegiance with God, and A ſiſtance from 
Him. 

Bur ſome will ſay, that we very often | 
ſee prophane and  prifligate Troops ſtoutly | 


_ contemning Death and Dangers, prevail- 


ing in Battle, and carry ir g all things be- | 
fore them with great Succeſs, To this | 
] reply; That where there are great | 
Provecarions of God on both Sides, he 
uſually makes them Scourges ro one a- 
nother, and ſo they are railed rp ard 
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12 The Soldier's Yonitoz. 
each other by turns; and uſually ir pleaſes 
God to permit the Evil Spirits to have a 


great hand in this, who will eagerly blow 


up rhe Wrath and Rage of each Party, to 
— Deſolation and Deſtruction of each o- 
ther. | 

We have many Inſtances of this in the 
Hiſtories of the Bible, which go beyond all 
other Hiſtories in this, that we have there a 
View of the hidden Springs and Cauſes of 


the Tranſactions that are there related. 


And there we read how ſome Princes were 
inſpirited by God to undertake brave and ne- 
ble Enterprizes; and then we ſee with 
what matchleſs Courage they made their 
Onſets, and carried the Day; as when 
David in his Youth flew Goliah the vaſt Gi- 
ant of the Philiſtins; and when Jonathan 
and his Armour-bearer attack d their whole 
Army, encamp'd on a vaſt Hill that was al- 
moſt inacceſſible; with many like Inſtan- 
ces. And on the other hand, we find Saul, 
Ahab, and other wicked Princes, merely 


drawn our to the Battle, and puſh'd on to 


their Ruine by Evil Spirits, who, partly by 
firing the Rage of theſe Men, given up 
to their Power; and partly by blinding and 
hardening them, as to their preſent and fu- 
rure Dangers, did moſt dreadfully bring 


to paſs their Ruine in this World and the 


next. 

By all which, it appears to be a Truth 
that cannot be queſtion'd by any, bur ſuch 
as 


4 
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as deny the Truth of the Hoh Scriptures, 


ing God; and that there can be no ſolid 
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and God's Government of the World ; thar 


all true and manly Courage is the Gift of 
God, together with all the Victory and good 


Succeſs that attends ir, either in a ſingle Per- 
ſon, or in a whole Army. 

Be aſſured therefore, my Brother, that our 
Almighty God is the over-ruling Generaliſſi- 
mo of all the Armies in the World; and. 
that it is his moſt undeniable Prerogative to. 
be the LORD OF HOSTS, cr Armies; a 


Title given to God above Fifty times in the 


ſingle Prophecy of Iſaias; and we know, he. 
will not give his Glory to another. 
I have infiſted the longer on this firſt. 


Maxim, my Brother, becauſe this is the ve- 


ry Foundation of all Virtue and Goodneſs. 
If Man had no dependance upon God, even 
in the Affairs of War, (which are the moſt. 
important of any under the Sun) he would 
have ſomething ro ſay for his Impiery and 
Immorality. But fince tis the glorious At- 


tribute of God, to have the Rule over alhhis 


Works; and fince it is the very Nature of 
a Creatnre, to Live, Move, and have his Be- 
ing in, and from his God; we muſt even 
be conſtrained, by the manifeſt Force of 
Reaſon, and the concurrent Teſtimony of 
the Conſciences of all Men, to aver, that ir 
is the moſt fooliſh and moſt pernicious 
thing in the World, for any reaſonable Crea- 
ture to neglect or ro offend the All-govern- 
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14 The Soldier's Bonito?. 
Peace or Comfort to Man in this World, 
without the Friendſhip of the Governour of 
it, And when the Soldier ſeriouſly thinks 
of this, he will be convinc'd, that it is mot 
eſpecially hazardous, and an indiſcreet thing 
in one of his Profeſſion, to be a Contemner of 
Gcd, or an Offender againſt Him; fince a 
Soldier is more than all other Men expo- 
ſed to continual Danger, and needs a mcre 
peculiar Defence from God's Providence; 


and therefore dught in Prudence to endea- 


vour to ſecure it by a more than ordinary 
ſober and good Life. = 

We ſee with what Caution, and with 
whar ſtrictneſs of Diſcipline, a prudent Ge- 
neral marches his Troops thorow the Coun- 
try of any powerful Prince, whole Friendihip 
he is concerned ro preſerve; No Soldicr 
ſhall be permitted to take the worth of a 
Peny, without paying for it, upon pain of 
Death; nor preſume_ro cpen his Lips pro- 
vokingly againſt any Subject of that Prince, 
without a ſuitable Penalty; and whoſo- 
ever offends, is immediately and impartially 
puniſhed by Martial Law, as a Terror to o- 


thers. Ard all this is well. But then, who 


can jaſtifie the Conduct of that General, who 
takes no effectual Care that his Soldiers do 
nor offend the Lord cf Hes; and who re- 
ſtrains not the Vice and Profaneneſs of bis 
Army, that they break not their Peace with 
the Lord their God ? Nothing but Atheiſm 
and a wicked Life can make us think, that 


x 
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the Anger of the Almighty God is leſs to be 
dreaded than that of an Earthly Prince: Or 
that any Intereſt in this World is greater 
than that of out Peace with God, 
Theſe Things being confidered, it is 
ſcarce imaginable, whar Glory mighr be gi- 
ven ro God, what Succeſs ro the Enterpri- 
zes of an Army, and what Comfort would 
accrue to the Minds of ſuch General and o- 
ther Officers, who ſhould take ſtrict Care 
ro ſuppreſs the Vices of thoſe under their 
Command, particularly, the horrid Impiety 


of prophane Swearing and Curſing, which, 


as the great Duke of Schomberg rold his Sol- 


diers, is a Sin that has the leaſt Temptati- 


on, and is of the moſt heavy Guilt; to which, 
as Soldiers are too often very ſubject, ſo 


being committed openly, and thereby made 


liable to Obſervation, may be very eaſily 
punithed and ſuppreſs d. The meer Frown 
of Officers would do much towards the ſup- 
preſſing of this Sin, but the conſtant Re- 
ſentment of it would do it more, and a ge- 


reral Puniſhment of it moſt effectually; as 
we may be convinced by the happy Effects 


of the purting the Laws in Execution for 
ſome Years paſt againſt this and other Im- 
pieties and Immoralities, in the City of Lon- 


don, and throughout the Kingdom: where- 


by the ſuppreſſing of them in the Army is 
now become much more eaſie to be ef- 


fected. 
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Wherefore, I once more entreat you, my 
Brother, ro fix a deep Senle of this my firſt 
Maxim in your Breaſt, and to act accord- 
ing to it throughout your whole Life; and 
then you will eſteem Prayer to God your 
chief Privilege, and. Obedience to Him your 
chief Intereſt; and indeed, then Piety will 
be your greateſt Pleaſure, and Vice your ſo- 
reſt Grief, And ſo I paſs on to the next 
thing that I promiſed to lay down; which 
is, | 
Secondly, That God keeps the Diſpoſal 
of Life and Death in his own hand: He lyl- 
leth, and maketh alive, (1 Sam. ii. 6.) He 
woundeth, and he maketh whole, (Job v. 18.) 
Nor but that a Man may ſtab or piftol him- 
ſelf ; but yer, rhe Wiſdom of the Divine 
Providence is ſerved by all ſuch Diſaſters. 
So that even in the moſt confus'd Slaughter 
of a Battle, no Man is kill'd or preſerv'd by 
Fate or Fortune; every killing Buller ( like 
the Dart that ſmote King Ahab betwixt the 
Joints of his Armour) does ſerve ſome End 
cf the All-wiſe Governour cf the World. 
We are aſſured by our Bleſſed Saviour, That 
a Sparrow (not worth above halt a Farthing) 
falls not to the Ground without the Permiſſion 
of God, (Matt. x. 29.) And can we think, 
that a Man falls otherwile, whom God hath 
thought fir ro redeem by the Blood of his 
Only Son Feſus Chriſt? If we ſhould admit 
ſuch a Thought, we myſt ſuppoſe 1 all 

en 
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Men are not under God's Government, 
which is both fooliſh and impious. 
. Tkirdly, Let us confider, That we muſt 
for ever fare in the Life to come, according 
as we do comply with, or rebel- againſt the 
Will of God in our preſent Life. The good 
Man will be for ever Happy, as are the g- 
rious Angels above; and the Wicked will 
be ever wretched, as are the damned Devi. s. 
For, God will have his End in making Man; 
and will be for ever glorified in, or upon e- 
very Soul of us. 
Fourthly, It is not Martial Valour, nor any 


thing like true Manhood, to be hardened a- 


gainſt the Threats of God, and the Fear of 
his Judgment and Puniſhments to come; 
bur ir is rather a ſort of brutal Inſenſibleae ſs, 
or diabolical Infatuation of the Devil. He 
that fears nor the diſpleaſure of his General, 
cannot be a good Soldier; nor can there be 
a good Man without the Fear of God. For 

indeed, It is the moſt reproachful Baſeneſs {| 
to abuſe Infinite Goodneſs, and the utmoſt 
degree of Madneſs to provoke Infinite Pow- 


er. You will readily grant, that it is nei-- 


ther Valcur nor Diſcretion to revile your 
Prince, or to challenge your General, ot to 
trample on your Parent; but a monſtrous 
Raſhneſs and Villany : And infinirely more 
ſo, is all our Contempt of God, and wilful 
Breaches of his Holy Laws. 

Let the Chriſtian Soldier therefore be ſure 
to keep his Religion with his ung 
which. 
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which will be the beſt Expedient to pre- 
ſerve his Honour in this World, and his Hap- 
pineſs in the other. And, in truth, my Bro- 
ther, this Chriſtian Admonition is addreſs'd 
to you with a moſt affecticnate Concern for 
you in both theſe reſpects, And that you 
may the more plainly underſtand what I 
have farther to propole, I ſhall lay it be- 
fore you in Two Parts: The Firſ? of which 
tends to diſſwade you from thoſe baſe and 
pernicious Diſpaſit ions and Doings, by which 
many Thouſands fall, and periſh for ever, 
The Second is, to adviſe you to ſuch gocd 
and virtuous Behaviour as is truly Honoura- 
_ and eternally Advantageous, And 
ere, | 

I. The firſt Thing from which I would 
molt earneſtly diffwade you, is, from a pro- 
phane Treatment of any Sacred or Holy 
Thing. Tis the firſt Maxim in the Moral 
of Cato, a Heathen, That it ſpould be our 
principal Care to pay a juſt Veneration to 
Things Divine. And incecd, the Rea ſon of 
all Men (whether Chriſtians or Infidels) 
canner but grant it to be the moſt fir, the 
moſt decent, and molt importaut Thing in 
the World, that we treat the Infinite Maje- 
Ny of Heaven with eminent Hencur and e- 
gard; and that we pay a juſt ard conſtant 
Reſpect to every thing that He is pleaſed to 
call his; and which therefore we are to 
call and to eſteem Holy and Sacred, I there- 
fore adviſe you, my Brother, to account i a 
bay = 
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horrible, a ſcandalous, and an inſufferable 
Villrny, (for ſo it truly is) to Blaſpheme the 
Great and Terrible Name of God, which we 
are not worthy to mention, even upon our 
bended Knees, and in the moit deyour 
Frame of cur Mind. Dreadto make a Jeſt of 
any part of the Holy Scriptures, which are 
the Word of God; or of any Religious Mat- 
ter; for this is a breaking in upon Ged 
himſelf with the greateſt Rudeneſs: and 
be aſſur'd, Sir, that God will vindicate his 
Hconcur in deſpight of the greateſt and 
preudeſt Man upon Earth: And whoſoe ver 
ſporis himſelf to the Diſhonour of God, will 
find it to be to his own V ing, {ooner 
or later, in a very terrible Manner. And 
truly, my Bret her, ſince no manner of pro- 
phane Speech can be ſuppoſed to be uttered 
for the ſake of any ſenſual Pleaſure, or of 
any Profit or Gains attending it, and yer 
does as it were force the Almighty God, in 
Vindication of himſelf, ro pour his Judg- 
ments of eternal Deſtruction upon all ſuch 
Offenders as do not repent of ir, and forſake 
it; If I cannot prevail with you to refrain 
from this barbarous Inſolence againſt Hea- 
ven, I wholly deſpair both of your Virtue 
and Happineſs, For I may very warrant- 
ably pronounce that Man's Caſe dangerous 
ro a high Degree, and almoſt deſperate, 
who gives himſelfup to ſo ſenſeleſs, graceleſs, 
and excuſeleſs a Tranſgreſſion. And why, 
my Brother, will you loſe Heaven for «—_ 
in ſipi 
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inſipid and indecent Words? Why will 
you, or rather, How dare you Challenge 
and Defie the A/mizhty Power of God, 
whoſe Wrath is the foreſt Evil that can be- 
fal us? I pray you to conſider this matter 
throughly, for, above all things in the 
World, it deſerves our effectual Conſidera- 
tion. And in the next place, | 

II. As you would comply with this, or 
any thing elſe that's Decent, Honcurable, or 
Religious; you muſt preſerve a ſtrict and 
conſtant Sobriety. You have attained no- 
thing in the way of Virtue, if you have net 
learn'd to control that fiily Appetite, which 
craves more than is fit or reaſonable; for 
if you do not, through the Grace of God, 
bring your ſenſual Appetites into a juſt Sub- 
jection to your Reaſon, they will ſoon be- 
come lo violent ande tyrannical, as to over- 
bear all that's good; and then there will be 
no good Conduct, but great Confuſion in 
the Frame of your Mind, and in the Courſe 
of your Life. For Intemperance, wheres 
ever it prevails, deſtroys a Man's Reaſon, 
Honour, and Conſcience at once; and opens a 
wide Gap for any Sin or Folly, though ne- 
ver ſo monſtrous and inhumane, to make 
its Entrance. It perfectly bereaves the 
brave. Soldier of all that is Great and Nol le 
in his Character. A very Child excels him 
in Strength, and an Ideot is his Equal in 
Diſcretion. He is neither fit to Command, 
nor to Obey; to give Orders, nor to exe 


ente them. He is unable to ſtand upon his 
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Vncleanneſs tends to fink and ſoften even 
engaging him in the the Proſecution of baſe 


brought into an odious and faral Bondage 


Hiſtory of the Miſe Man Solomon, and ren- 
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Guard, or to diſcern the Face of an Ene- 
my from a Friend. And when his Senſes 
return to him, it will be matter of ſore 
Reflection, ro conſider that he ſhamefully 
parted with his Manhood, his Honour, and 
his Innocence, for the inconſiderable Plea- 
ſure of a little Drink, whilſt it ran over his 
Tongue. 

III. Let the brave Soldier preſerve him- 
ſelf from any impure Luſt, The Luſt of 


the braveſt Spirits, and ro take a Man off 
from warlike Deſigns and Enterprizes, by 


and ſhameful Intrigues; and in the Event, 
he is uſually covered with Shame, and 


and Slavery, out of which he ſeldom or ne- 
ver eſcapes, (Prov. ii. 19.) He ſhall be holden 
with the Cords of his Sins. Here, alas! ma- 
ny a Great Man has buried his Honcur, and 
marr'd the Glory of many brave Actions 
paſt. Ir was this thar caft a Blor on the 


der'd the otherwiſe invincible Samſon, the 
Prey and Sport of his cowardly Enemies. 
And all Hiftories abound with Examples 
of the like Nature; and our own Obſer. 
vation will frequently ſhew us very mourn- 
ful Inſtances of the Ruine of Perſons and 
Families by this deſtructive Vice, which, as 
the Wiſe Man ſays, is as a deep Pit, (Prov. 

XXII. 
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xxli. 14.) deſtructive as the Mouth F Hell 
it ſelf, (Prov. vii. 27.) inſomuch, that a 
Man's following of this Sin, is a Token of 
his being bereft of the Protection of God's 
Grace, yea, that he is in a State of the 
Wrath and Abhorrence of God, (Prov. ii. 14.) 
The Mouth ef ſtrange Women is a deep Pit: 
He that is abhorred of the Lord, ſhall fall 
into it. 

And above other ſorts of Vncleanneſs, let 
ycur Soul abhor the very Thoughts of that 
unnatural and abominable Kind of it, which 
brought Fire from Heaven upon Sodom, and 
which derives its infamous Name from 
thole filrhy Netehes. This is a monſtrous 
piece of Villany, condemned ro Death 
by the Laws of God and Man, and ought 
to be chas'd from off the Earth, by the ge- 
neral Abhorrence of Mankind. For here- 
by Men fink below the utmoſt Irregulari- 
ties of the ſhameleſs Beaſts ; and one would 
wonder, that ſuch a monſtrous Wicked- 
neſs could ever be admitted into the Heart 
of any one, that deſerves the Name of a 
Man. And therefore I pray you treat it al- 
ways with the utmoſt Scorn, and the moſt 
implacable Indignation, 

IV. Ler me entreat you to keep a ſtrict 
Watch againſt the ſudden Breakings out 
of Paſſion, and againſt all Inclinations of 
Violence and Cruelty: For all theſe are To- 
kens of a weak Mind, and of a very low 
and baſe Spirit. The generous and brave 
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Soldier ſhuns all private Diſcord and Con- 
tention, conſidering that his Life is devoted 
to the publick Intereſt, and is therefore by 
no means to be ſacrificed to private Reſent- 
ments. He reſerves the Uſe of his Strength 


and Spirit for thoſe honourable Conteſts 
with the Publick Enemy, in which he will 
give ſuch undoubred Proofs of his Valour, 
as will ſer him above the Reproaches of 
ſuch as would reflect upon him for Cowar- 


dice, on the account of his declining private 
Challenges and Duels, For the common 
Notion of this Matter is quite wrong; it is 
not a Man's Honour to Reſent or Revenge an 


Offence; but it is his Honour to Made it, 
and Paſs it ly: as the inſpired Solomon has 

long ſince determined the Caſe, (Prov. xix, 
11.) The Diſcretion of a Man deferreth his 
Anger: and it is his Glory to paſs over 4 
Tranſgreſſion. To be over- born by Paſſion, 
is a Teftimony of the Weakneſs of the 


Mind, and what Women, and Children, and 
ſickly Perſons, are moſtly ſubject to; but 
to overcome our Reſentments, and bridle 
our Paſſions, is the Effect of a Diſcreet, and 


Noble, and reaſoning Mind. In this the 
great and brave Spirit excels the raſh and 
mean, in that it can generouſly forgive 


rhoſe Indecencies and Affronts, or perhaps 
| Miſtakes, which little narrow Souls are not 


able ro paſs oyer withour being all on Fire 
with them, | 


Ler 
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Let all brave Soldiers therefore agree to- 
gether to bear down that falſe Notion of 
Honour, which Men do moſt unreaſonably 
ſuppoſe is to be gotten by Duelling and pri- 
vate Combats.; which has in a manner 
compelled many Perſons to Embrue their 


Hands in the Blood of their Friends, Re- 


lations, and Fellow Soldiers; to the Wound- 
ing of their own Conſciences, the Loſs of 
their Peace, and-of their Lives; yea, tothe 
utter and eternal Ruine of their own Souls; 
(for 'ris directly contrary to the Law of 
God) and probably, to the Deſtruction of 


the Soul of che Perſon that is thus killed oo. 


And then, what a ſad Meeting will it be 
to theſe fiery Duellers below, who, by Trip- 
ping up each orher's Heels, fell rogerher in- 


to the Bottomieſs Pit, and plunged each o- 


ther into Everlaſting Torments, Beſides, 
where Fellow-Soldiers fight thus, they 
weaken their own Side, and gratifie rwo 
ſorts of Enemies at once, the vi/iv/e and in- 

viſible, | 
Let this reach you true Notions of Ho- 
nour, my Brother, and be afſur'd, That he 
that is ſlow to Anger, is better than the 
Mighty: and be that ruleth his Spirit, than 
he that taketh a City, (Prov. xvi. 32.) You 
cannot bur pay very great. Honour to that 
Man, whom you ſee ſcaling the Baſtions 
of a very ſtrong City, ſcattering and beat- 
ing down the thickeſt Crowds of his Ene- 
mies, where ver they make head againſt 
| him: 
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him: Bur here the Oracles of God ſhew you 
a more noble Conqueſt, my Brother, which 
will render you more highly eſtcemed by 
God himſelf, whoſe Favour 5s better than 
Life; namely, the Conqueſt of yeur Paſſions, 
by which you may excel many of thoſe 
mighty Conquerors, who have often won 
the Field in the duſty and bloedy Campaigns 
of this turbulent World. 


V. In the laſt Place, let me diſſwade you 


from the miſ-ſpending of your Time and 
Eſtate in Gaming; which is falſly called a 
Diverſion, ſince it rather perplexes than re- 
creates the Mind, throws it into Paſſion, 
and prophane Swearing and Curſing, tempts 
to Cheating, and is utually attended with 


very ill Company, and various Quarrels and 


Amuſements; together with an endlels 
Circle of Projects and Deſigns of farther 
Advantages or Reparations. 


Thus much of what J propoſed to ſpeak 


to in the firſt Place: to wit, thoſe Defaults, 
_ © wrong Steps, and Miſcarriages of humane 

| Life, againſt which a virtuous Soldier will 
always ſtand upon his Guard. 


Bur what has hitherto been ſaid, my Bro- 


ther, tends only to keep you from being of 
the Number of vile and prophane Men; 
which is but a vegtive ſort of Excellency, 
and is not a ſufficient Character to recom- 
mend a good and virtuous Perſon. Such a 
one muſt not only abſtain from doing Evil, 
but muſt alſo be fruitful in doing Good. 


B And 
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And this is what I propoſed to adviſe on 
to, in the ſecond Place. And here, - M- 

I. As the leading Principle of all the reſt, 
you mult ſericuſly endeavour, through the 
Grace of God, to be well inclined and diſ- 
poſed toward Spiritual Things, and to the 
Care of your Soul; to be of a devout and 
religious Frame of Soul, that you may walk 
inthe Love and Fear of Gcd all the Day 
long. And in order to this, you mult apply 
your ſelf ſincerely and affectionately to all 
the Ordinances of God, to all thoſe things 
which he has appoimed as Means ro rege- 
nerate, improve, and ſanAifie the Souls of 
Men: Such as the Reading and Hearing 
of God's holy Word, Meditation, Prayer, 
the Sacraments, Singing of Pſalms, and the 
like. Giving your ſelf up to the Conduct 
of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, our great and glori- 
ous Redeemer and Mediator, as your Prince 
and Saviour; earneftly cravr g the graci- 
ous Influences of his Holy Spirit, who is the 


Fountain of all Spiritual Vndesſtanding, Af- 


Fedien, and Power. True Faith in our Lord 
Telus Chriſt, is attended with ſuch over- 
powering Efferts of divine Love, as will 
bring you entirely to dedicate your {elf with 
all your Powers and Intereſts ro him, with 
a firm and vigorous Re ſolution to adventure 
your All on the Hope of his Promiſes, And 
as ycur Love to God increaſes, your Afﬀe- 
ions towards things below will leſſen and 
decay; till you come iq a diſcreet Modera- 

tion 


Ehe Sold S Monttoz. 27 


tion towards the fading Enjoyments of this 
preſent World, and place your ſole Happi- 
neſs in things above. And being thus ani- 
' mated and governed by the Hoh Spirit of 
Chriſt, you will come by degrees to be of 


f * 
LO 


his Temper; Meek, Merciful, Fuſt, Sober, 


Devout, and Holy, as he who bath called you is 


' Holy; and will walk as he walked, with 
a glowing Affection ro glorifie God, and do 


good to all Men; having your Converſation 


in Heaven, and, in very deed, walking wirb 


God upon Earth. 


Tis not enough, my Brot her, that you do 
not blaſpheme God, nor renounce Him, as 
the manner of ſome diffolure (I may lay 
deviliſh) Men is; bur you muſt be a devour 
Wrſhipper of God, and a ſerious Doer of his 


Will. No reaſonable Creature is exempted 


from paying this juſt and neceſſary Tribute 
to his infinitely Glorious Creator: For, with- 
out Holineſs no Man (of what Station or Em- 
ploy ment ſoever he be) ſhall ſee the Lord, 


(Heb. xii. 14.) 


For, as God is a Being infinitely Wiſe, 
Powerful, and Good, he deſerves our high- 
eſt Eſteem and Admiration; And as he is 
our Maker, Redeemer, and Sanfifier, he me- 
rits our utmoſt Love and Service, inſomuch, 
that we ought to be ready to ſacrifice our 
Lives to his Honour; And as he is our 
Preſerver, our very Life and Bl:ſs, we ought 
ro worſhip him daily in the moſt ſolemn 
and devout manner; and to obſerye all the 
3 . Far- 
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Particulars of his known Will, in the moſt 
dutiſul and awtul manner. 

To neglect Prayer to God, is: in effect to 
deny our Dependance on Him; and to be 


heedleſs and without Reverence in the Per- 


formance of our Devotions, is a very great 
Affront to him, who knows all the Thoughts 
of our Hearts. And as the Dangers and Tem- 
ptations of a Soldier are greater than others, 


1o ke had need to be more punctual and 


more fervent in his Devot ions. Wherefore 


be not aſhamed to acknowledge your De- 
pendance on God, and your Subjection and 


Reſignation to him. Kneel down devoutly 
every Morning and Evening, and Worſhip 
God in a moſt ſerious and awful manner. 


And if you have no Conveniency of reti- 


ring from the Sight of Men at your Devc- 
tions, turn your Face from them, or cover 
it, and pour out your Soul before God in 
Spirit and in Truth; and if Men laugh at you, 
or mock you, this your Conſtancy in your 
Duty to God, Chriſt himſelf will one Day 
own to be a Confeſſing him before Men, and 
then you will find it to be the trueſt Glory 
to ſuffer Shame for his ſake. And becauſe 
your Devotions will neceſſarily be much in- 
terrupted in that way of Life that you ar: 
in, you muſt make up this Loſs two 
ways. 

Firſt, By the more frequent uſe of very 
ſhorr Prayers in your Mind, which are u- 


Grace 


ſually call'd Ejaculations, begging God's 
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Grace, Mercy, and Help, on all Occaſions, by 
the ſilent Breathings of the Soul: which 
you may perform without Offence or Hin- 
drance in your Tent, or in Company; in 
your Marches, or Engagements. And there 

is many times ſuch ſpiritual Vigour, Purity, 

and Faith, exerciſed in theſe ſudden Flights 

of a devout Soul, that /ike the Arrows of 

Jonathan, they return not empty. 

Secondly, By the Exerciſe of a more reti- 
red, more ſettled and compoſed Devotion, 
when you come from the Camp to your 
Quarters; where y«.u have uſually very 
great Leiſure, and all defirable Convenien- 
cies for a fix'd and ſolemn Devotion, x ub- 
lick and private. Some have obſerved of a 
Soldier's Life, that it either has too much 
Buſineſs, or too little: But he that has a 
juſt Senſe of Religion, finds ſo many noble 
ways of Employing his Time, that it will 
never lie heavily on his Hands. 

II. Keep up in your Mind a juſt Senſe of 
the great Evil of every Tranſgreſſion againſt 
God, the Glorious Governour of the World. 
For thouglr the Inſtance of it be never ſo 
{mall in the Account of Senſual Men, tis 
always very dreadful to an inlightned Mind. 
Ir cannot be a light Matter to contradict the 
Will of Him that made us, and will one 
Day pronounce our eternal Doom, either of 
Acquittal or Condemnation: To deſpiſe 
Infinite Goodneſs, to abuſe Infinite Pati- 


ence, to provoke Infinite Power, to fancy that 
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we can order our Lives more to our Advan- \ 
tage than God, who is Infinite in all Per , 

( 


i 
63 fection, hath directed us: To grieve the 
N Holy Spirit of God, to break the folemn _ 
| Vows we have made to Him, to withdraw „ 
| 


our ſelves from the Conduct of his Son, 
who hath redeemed us with his own Blood, 
0 and to put our ſelves under the Power of 
4 his Enemy, who ſeeks to deſtroy us for e- 
ver: Theſe are the dreadful Conſequences 
of all wilful Sin, and none but the Fooliſh © 
kl and Inſenſible can make a Mock at it: who _ 
alſo, except they ſpeedily become more wiſe, 

will for ever regret this their pernicious 
= Folly, in the Place of Peeping, Wailing, and 
—_ i gnaſhing of Teeth. | 
1 III. Know the true Way of Forgiveneſs 
fo of Sin, and Peace with God ; which is this, 
1 That whereas all Men are corrupt and de- 
pra ved by their natural Inclinations to Sin, 
| and by many aQual Tranſpreſſions againſt 
| the glorions Majeſty of God ; His infinite 
= | Gocdneſs hath provided a Saviour for all 
fluch as with a juſt Abhorrence of their paſt 
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b Wickedneſs, do heartily rerent and embrace 

i the Doctrine of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and 
: rely on his Sacrifice and Mediation, and be- 

come truly ſubject to his Government and 
1 Holy Laws during the remaining part of their _ 

i Lives, through the gracious Aſſiſtance of his 
| 


Holy Spirit. This is the Subſtance of a ſa- 
ving Faith; and I earneſtly forewarn you, 
my Brother, that you never ſatisfie your ſelf 


FE es T 


| 
a 
; 
ö 


The Soldier's Ponitoz. 31 
with any Conceit of effectual Faith or R- 
pentance, which docs not make you a New- 
Creature, in the Frame of your Heart, and 
to rake up New Meaſures for the following 
Ceurſe of your Life. 
IV. Accuſtom your Mind to conſider ſpi- 
ritually and religiouſly uron the ordinary 
Accidents that fall out in the Courſe of your 
Life, which will be parcicular:y uſeful to 
you in your way of Life, becaule you have 
not ſuch Advantages of publick Sermen;s as 
ſome others enjay, and becaute your Mit a- 
ry Profeſſion, raking it in a ſpiritual Senſe, is 
the very Puineſs of a Chriſtian. Our Vows 
to Gcd in our Baptiſm are expreſt in the 
Terms of War; we there engage to fig 
Manfully againſt the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil, and to continue Chriſt's faithful Solats 
ers to our Lives end. Tt will therefore be 
cafie, and even natural to ycu, when you 
accuſtom your ſelf ro think of ſririrual 
Things, to improve the ordinary Paſſages of 


a Soldier's Life ro the Advantage of your 


Spirit ual Warfare. For Inſtance: When 
you ſee a Soldier liſting himſelf under your 
Commander, remember your own Ded:cart- 
cn to Ged in Baptiſm; For the very Word, 
Sacrament, which ancienily ſignified an 
Oath, is ſuppoled to be taken from the Sol- 
dier's Oath of Military Faithfulneſs to his 
Prince and General, When you ſee with 
what Readineſs the brave Soldier undertakes 
the: moſt. dangerous Enterprize at the Com- 
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mand of his General, eſteeming himſelf par- | 
ricularly honoured by the Difficulty and Ha- 


zard of his Poſt; conſidertew much 
greater Reaſon there is, for 4*Whmiſtian!'s 
moſt cheerful Sub miſſion to God's Will in 


the moſt difficult Circumſtances of this Liſe, 


and that we ought to value ſuch ſpecial Op- 
portunities of doing Honour to God. When 
you ſee the Stratagems and Contrivances of 
ycur Enemies to deceive and deſtroy you, 
think of the Devil's reſtleſs Malice againſt 
you, and the many Devices he ſets cn foor 
to bring about your Ruine. When you are 
on the Guard or the Patrele, remember 
your Saviour's Commar.d to watch and pray, 
that you be not ſurpriz'd, and ſo fall into 
the Hands of your Spiritual Enemy the De- 
vil. When you obſerve how Soldiers dit- 
ingage themſelves from the Buſineſs of 
Frade and other Employments, that they 
may be wholly at the Command of their 
General; Conſider the Apaſtle's Improve. 
ment of this, (2 Tim, ii. 4.) where he preſ- 
ſes us to be more moderate in our Concerns 
for temporal Things, that ſo we might the 
more freely attend upon God, and improve 
in ſpiritual Eſtate. When you ſee what 
Shame and Puniſhment ſuch Men meet 
with, who deſert their Colours, or keep 
Correſpondence with the Enemy; meditate 
on the unſupportable Shame and Torment 
of all Vnfait hful Chriſtians at the laſt Judg- 
ment. And laſtly, When yon ſee the Ha- 
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nour done to ſuch Perſons as do eminent 
Service to their Prince and Country; then 
think upon the glorious Triumphs of the 
bleſſed Saints, Martyrs, and Confeſſors, now 


in Heaven, who either ſuffer'd for the true 


Religion, or by any other Ways did any 
Honour or Service to it. And ſo for other 
like Inſtances. 

V. Be of an obliging and inoffenſive Be- 
haviour towards all Perſons, Be Courteous 
and Brother-like ro your Fellow -Soldiers: 
Do no Violence to any one, in your March. 
ez or Quarters; but be a Protector of In- 
nocence wherever you go: like the Soldi- 
ers of David, who were a Guard to the 
Neighbouring Shepherds and their Flocks 
Day and Night, (1 Sam. xxv. 16.) 

I muſt needs ſay, rhat an Obliging and 
Gentile Behaviour in a Soldier, appears more 
Graceful than in others: The uſual Mili- 
tary Roughneſs is as a Shade which renders 
this Civilicy-in a Soldier the more Ulaſtr1- 
ons. So that hereby you conquer the 
Hearts of all People, and oblige them to 
ſerve you, which is the moſt noble and the 
moit effectual way of Conqueft. And by 
this, the ancient Rymans conquered the 
World. The Fuſtice, Modeſty, and Goodneſs 
of their Generals, and the ſtrict Virtue and 
Diſcipline of their Armies, became fo famous 
in all Parts, that they were at once Terrr- 
bie and Lovely to their Enemies, and the 
wiſer fort of Men grew ambitious of reſting 


ours 


A 
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under the Wings of their Eagles, of being 
ſubject ro their Government. And on the 
| contrary, as their Virtue and good Manners 
1 grew leſs, their Empire and Power decayed, 
j 


By which ir appears, that good Diſcipline 
| and good Behaviour, are as neceſſary to 
| promote the Intereſt of an Army, as Policy 
| and Arms are. | 

VI. Reverence the ſweer and comely 
Graces of Chaſtity and Modeſty, Abhor that 
g 


; ö Smut which renders any one's Mouth more 
| Odious and Naſty than a Dunghil. And do 


to your ſelf and ro Womankind that Right, 
11 as to be their Security againſt all Affronts: 
oy that they may not be terrified, but comforted 
Fl by your Appearance: by which you will 
| become a real Perſon of Honour, and will 
a entail the powerful Prayers of Virtuous Per- 


Ions upon you, which will be ſucceeded. 
4 bY , Infinite Bleſſings of Almighty 
4 God. 


VII. Be immoveably faithful ro the In- 
a tereſts of your Prince and Country. Scorn 
ö the baſe Name of a Deſerter or Traitor. To 
F; diſcover the Secrets of your General or 
Party, to betray his Troops or Magazines, 
to diſpute his Commands, or to Muriny, are 
ſome of the baſeſt Imputations that can be 
laid ro the Charge of a Soldier. And tho' 
an Enemy will pretend great Kindneſs to 
fuch as keep a treaſonable Correſpondence 
with him, yer he ſcorns and hates them 
in his Heart; and they muſt never look for 
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Advancement for their Treachery: For, he 


that has proved a rotten Prop in his own 
Building, muſt never expect to be made 2 


Pillar in another's, who knows his Rotten- 


nels. When the City of Rome was in old 


time beſieged by the Sabin, one Tarpeia a- 
grees with them to betray it ro them, on 


Condition that they would give her that 
which they had on their Left Arms, mean- 
ing their Bracelets: they agree to her De- 
mands, and ſhe finds means to deliver, the 
Town into their Hands, beingthe Govern- 
our's Daughter; upon which, the Sabins, 


to be true to their Word, threw their 


Bracelets to her; bur to do Juſtice to a 
Traitor, they threw alſo their Shields or 
Tarjets upon her, (which was that which 
they alſo held on their Eeft Arms,) and ſo 
cruſh'd her to Death. And thus it uſually 
fares with ſuch baſe Per ſons, u ho, by their 
own Deceit, teach others ro deceive them. 
VIII. Learn the true way of deſpiſing 
Death, and of laying the Foundation of un- 


ſhaken Fortitude of Mind ; which 1s by the 


folid and well. grounded Hope of Eterna! 
Life, through Peace with God in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; the Means of getting which, 
has been already laid before you. For, if 
you truly ſerve and honour God, his Guar- 
dian Angels will encamp about you whilſt 
you live, and will convey you to eternal 
Happineſs when you die. And oh! with 
what marchleſs Bravery may you then en 
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ter upon the moſt hazardous Battles, or ſup- 


an your Eternity happy. 


port your ſelf in the midft ofthe moſt threat- 
ning Dangers. Though an Hoſt ſhould encamp 
againſt me, my Heart ſhall not fear, ſays Da- 


vid, who was a Prince uſed ro Battles, and 


Slaughter, and Blood, (P/al. xxvii. 3.) And 
if you would know the ground of his Cou- 
rage, you may lee it in the firſt Verſe of 
that P/a/m, where he ſays, The Lord is my 
Light and my Salvation, whom ſhall I fear 9 
The Lord is the Strength of my Life, of whom 
then ſhall I be afraid? 

Now as the Soldier, that has this Aſſu- 
rance, will have ſuch Comfort in his Life, 
that he will nor, without juſt Cauſe, en- 
poſe it to Danger; lo his Death will be 
attended with ſuch Quiet and Peace, that 
he will not need to turn away from it in a- 
ny ſhape ſcever that it ccmes. And thus 
will he become one of the greateſt Conque- 
r075 in the World; in that he. will be able to 


ſubdue Death it ſelf, which brings all Men 


to the Ground: and he will moſt hap- 


pily begin that Triumph here, which 
will advance into everlaſting Halleluj als and 


Praiſes. | 

And now, my Brot her, as theſe Rules are 
few and eaſie, fo they are truly noble and 
divine: Such as will render your Life ho- 
ncurable, your Mind eaſie, your Conſci- 
ence clear, your Courage undaunted, your 
Death comfortable, your Memory bleſſed, 
Oh! grudge 
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not to ſpend the few Hours of this fading 
Life, ſo as to attain infinite Happineſs in a 
glorious Immortality. | 
And left you ſhould think it impoſſible to 
order your Life after this manner, conſider 
the Inſtance of the pious Captain Cornelius; 
and the devour Soldier that artended him, 
(Adds x. 2, 7.) And. to come more near to 
our Point, we will now take a ſhort View 
of one Day of a Soldier's Life; which we 
will ſuppoſe to be ſpent, according to theſe 
Rules, and then it will be managed thus. 
The Chriſtian Soldier will at the firſt open- 
ing. of his Eyes in the Morning, lift up his 
thankful Soul ro God, and bleſs his Name 
for the Continuance of his Mercies, begging 
his Grace that he may live ſuitably thereun- 
ro. And as ſoon as may be after his riſing 
up, he will kneel down. and worſhip the 
God of his Mercies, making his Requeſts 
known to God in fit Expreſſions. And 
whenhe enters upon his reſpective Poſt, he 
will acquir himſelf in it couragiouſly and 
faithfully, truſting in the Protection of 
God's Providence. And for as much as it 
is his firm Reſolution and Deſire to pleaſe 
God, he will carefully watch againſt all 
Temptations to Luſt: and Paſſion, putting up 
frequent Ejaculations, by way of Prayer to 
God, for the Succours of his Grace. He 
will converſe freely and cheerfully with his 
Fellow - Soldiers and others; but if they 
ſpeak Obſcenely or Prophanely, he will ſa- 


— 


the noble Exerciſes of pious Reading, Me- 
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rioufly Reprove them in proper Seaſons ;and 


where this prevails nothing, the Diſl.ke 


that may be ſeen in his Countenance will 
be a ſtanding Reproof to them ; and he will 
take care ro be in ſuch Company as ſeldom 


as ever he can. When he has the Oppor-- 


tunities of Eating and Drinking, he takes 
cheerfully what falls ro his Portion, refreſh- 
ing himſelf with Moderation, Conrentmenr, 
and hearty Thankfulneſs ro God. In his 
Behaviour, he gives Offence to none, and 
{ſcarce ever meets with any one ſo ill-natured 


as to affront him; bur if he does, he prudent- 


ly declines a Quarrel, knowing that he is 
forbidden in God's Word to Avenge himſel f. 
He is even merciful ro his Enemies, when 


they ſubmir to him, and punctually obedi- 
ent to all Orders of Diſeipline or Adion gi- 
ven him by his Commanders. His Senſe of 


the Love of God relieves him under any 
Hardſhip, inſpirits him in any great Enter- 
prize, and emboldens him in the Appear- 
ance of Danger or Death. 

No Bribes or Threats can incline him to 


any diſhoneſt Thing: And being girt with 


the whole Armour of God, he is bold as 4 Li- 
on, In his Hours of Leiſure, he avoids 
Drinking, Gaming, and all Idleneſs, and ei- 
ther ſingles out ſuch Company as is Virtu- 
ous and Agreeable, or berakes himſelf to 
ſome Innocent Diverfion, Study, or Em- 
ployment. He Retires in proper Seaſons to 
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ditation, and Devotion; eſpecially beforg 
he lays him down to Reft at Night: 
when, after a ſhort Review of the Actions 
of the Day, and ſuitable Supplication to 
God, he ſweetly betakes himſelt to that Re- 
poſe which ſuch only have reaſon to ex- 
pect as are keps by the mighty Power of- 
God. | 

Now, this is to every rational Soul fo 
much better than a Day ſpent in manifeſt 
Drudgery to the Devil, and ſinful Luſts and 
Paſſions; ſo much ſweeter in the Exerciſe, 
and ſo much happier in the End; that we 
muſt conclude, that tis mere Ignorance 
and unreaſonable Prejudice that occaſions 
the Neglect of Religion in the World: And 
ſuch an unreaſonable and unexcuſable Neg- 
le& will, of neceflity, fall heavy on the 
Spirits of all ſuch negligent Perſons, either 
in the ſharp Convictions of Repentance, ot 
the wretched Agonies of eternal Deſpair, 

It muſt indeed be gramed, Thar ſuch 
Perſons as by long Practice are become quite 
under the Power of their Luſts and Paſſions, 
and ferter'd by finful Cuſtoms, being alie- 
nated from the Life of God, and under the 
dreadful Conduct of the Devil; theſe, I 
ſay, do require a longer time to make them 
renewed, by the Grace of God, after his. 
Image, and to have new Principles and Diſ- 
poſitions wrought in their Souls, by the Spi- 
rir of God: And till this be done, they 
will moye but ſlowly, and without Delight, 


40 The Soldier's Monitoꝛ. 


in every Religious Act; becauſe they have ö 


no Religicus Appetites or Inclinations: 
Whereas to the Regenerate, the true Chri- 
ſtian, his religious Exerciſes do afford the 
moſt exalted Satisfaction on this fide Hea- 


ven. And this is a moſt convincing Argu- 


ment to ſtir up every Soul to a preſent and 


timely Reformation and Amendment, be- 


cauſe ſo great a Change of the Soul as is 
neceſſary to raile it from an Earthly, Senſual, 
Deviliſh State, to that Regenerate, Spiritual, 
and Divine State, which alone is meet to 


partake of the Inheritance with the Saints in 


Light, is not, in the ordinary way of God's 
ſaving of Men, brought to paſs in a few 
Moments, much leſs in the diſtemper'd and 
diſturbed Hours of any difpirited, dying 
Perſon. And Wo will befal that Perſon, 
who fancies that God will break his eſta- 
bliſh'd Order, to fave him in his Sins. 

And now, in the Cloſe, Ler me entreat 
you, my Brother, to quicken your immedi- 
ate and effectual Concern for theſe impor- 
tant Matters that I have been ſpeaking of, 
by theſe few Conſiderations following. 

I. Think with your ſelf, how-ſad it will 
be to forget God, or to deſpiſe and: affront 
him for a little while in this Life, and then 
to fall under his Righteous Vengeance for 
ever? The Triumphs of the Wicked are ve 


ry torr, bur their Shame and Confuſion is 


eternal. All their glittering Brightneſs 
ſoon ſets in a Cloud, and they ga down 10 
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everlaſting Darkneſs. For, though Men 
deceive themſelves, God is net mocked. His 
Vengeance on the Jmpenirenr is the ſureſt 
thing in the Werid, and indeed the moſt 
dreadful. For, what Heart can endure when 
Almighty God deals with it in his Anger? 


Or who can bear the Thoughts cf being 


thut up in Everlaſting Burnings ? 

II. How fooliſhly and how wretchedly 
do they ſpend the few Days of this mortal 
Life, who do no. confiderable Good in the 
whole Courſe of it! Who have no Princt- 
ples of Chriſtianity, nor ſo much as of Hu- 
manity! Who are the Trouble, the Plague, 
and Miſery of all that are near them; quar- 
relling, curſing, envying, backbiting, and 


doing ill ro every Body, yea, contea-ning 


and blaſpheming God himſelf, Thele can. 
not have one Minute's reaſenable Comfort 
on Earth, and when they go hence, will 
not enjoy one Moment's Eaſe to all Eternity. 
They are cover'd with everlaſting Shame and 
Contempt, (Dan. xii. 2.) Which leads to a- 
nother dreadful Conſideration. : 
III. How diſmal and how deſperately 
miſerable will. the End of ſuch a Life be ! 
It will ſoon come to an end, ang twill be 
a very terrible one. Ah! who can ex- 
preſs the dreadfulAgonies of that Soul which 
is taking its eternal Farewel of all Things which 
his Eyes ever ſaw, and is parti 39 even from 
the Hope of the leaſt Comfort or Relief for 
ever! Who muſt conſider: the Almighty 
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God as his Erernal Enemy, his own Con- 
{cience as his perpetual Accuſer, Death as 
his final Execution, Hell as his abiding 
Portion, and Eternity as the Duration of 
bis Torment. Since theſe things are very 
certain, and very near, with what ſeri- 


ous Care ought we to ſhun them? And 
therefore, Laſtly, 


IV. Upon the whole Matter: How 
much better than all the Wass of Sin, is 
a virtuous and piops Life! A Life devoted 
ro God, and ro he Good of Men, which 
has the ſweer Witneſs nor only of a clear, 
but of a joyous Conſcience 3 which is aſ- 
ſured of the Favour of God, and of an In- 
heritage in his eternal Kingdom. Ah! 
how is Wiſdom and true Self. Love depart. 
ed from thoſe Unhappy Souls, who do nor 
chooſe our Sweet and Divine Religion, in all 
the Reproaches and Injuries that rhe blind 
World can caſt upon it, rather than to live 
a few Days in the Vexatious and Pernicious 
Follies of Sin, and then to go down to that 
bottomleſs Pit of Horror and Torment 
which is moſt juſtly due unto it. | 

O bleſſed Lord Jeſus, in whom» are hidden 


all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, 


Shine forth into our Souls with ſuch 
Beams of Divine Light, as may enlighten 
us to follow Thee, the Prince of Life, tho- 
row the moſt difficult Paths of this earthly 
Pilgrimage; rather than be deprived of 
thy glorious Preſence for ever, by walking 


The Soldier's Yonitoz. 43 
f in the broad and beaten Paths of Sin. And 


g however the Men of this World guild over 
f | the wrerched Ways of Sin, incline us ever 
f to abhor them: And make us to long and 
4 thirſt after thy Grace, thy Peace, thy Pre- 
] ſence, and that perfect Refinement of our 


Natures from Sin, which is the Happineſs 
of thine Heavenly Kingdom: Amen. Amen. 


Now, To God the Father, Son, and Holy Spi- 
rit, One moſt Holy and Eternal God, be 
all Bleſſing, Honour, Glory and Power, 

oO aſeribed by Angels and Men, for Ever 

| and Ever, Amen, 
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A Prayer for the Morning, to be 
uſed by a Soldier. 


 FOST Glorious and Bleſſed 

VI Lord God, the gracions Pre- 
ſerver of Men, and merciful Saviour 
of Sinners; Unto Thee do I lift up 
mine Eyes this Morning, admiring 
and praiſing thine infinite Goodneſs, 
which has preſerved me the laſt 
Night, and all my paſt Life: O 
Lord, give me thy Grace, that ! 
may never abuſe thy Mercy; but 
that through my whole Life, 1 
may be a continual Inſtrument of 
thy Glory. O good God, for thy Son 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, pardon all my 
paſt Sins and Tranſgreſſie ns, which 
are exceeding great and many; and 


enable me by thine holy Spirit to 


mortifie my vile Luſts and Paſſions , 
and to live righteouſly, ſoberly, and 
godly in this preſent World. Give 
me Strength to overcome all Tem- 
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verence thine Holy Name, and to 
have a pious Regard to all Sacred 
Things. And whereas I am conti- 
nually expoſed to manifold Dangers, 
eO Lord of Hoſts, vouchſafe to in- 

| ſpirit. me with true Courage in the 


Defence of thy Truth and my Na- 


tive Country: Be thou my Shield 


in the Day of Battle, and my Suc- - 


cour in all Diſtreſs. O Lord, for- 
give the great Sins of this our Ar- 
my, reform us, and proſper our 
Arms for thy own Name ſake. Lord, 
bleſs our King, preſerve our Gene- 
ral, and all the Forces under -his 
Command. And be pleaſed to make 
mea faithful Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt 
that ſo fighting the good Fight of 
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Faith, againſt the Fleſh, the World, 


and the Devil, I may lay hold on 
Eternal Life, through the ſame Je- 
ſus Chriſt, my only Saviour and Re- 
deemer: In whoſe holy Name and 
Words, I ſum up all my Petitions. 


Our Father, &c. 


ptations to Sin, and make me to re- 


— 5 4 4 6 = 


\ 


— 


A Prayer for the Evening. 


A Lord, my moſt gracious Keeper 


and my ſure Defence! 1 do 


mott ſincerely praiſe Thee for the 
daily Succours of thy good Provi- 


dence, and for all the Incomes of 


thy divine Grace in my Soul: It is 


of thy Goodneſs that I have been pre- 


ſerved in Safety from the many Dan- 


gers which have beſet me round 


yea, that I have eſcaped the Tor- 
ments of Hell, which my many Sins 
have moſt juſtly deſerved, and 
which I have greatly provoked Thee 
to inflict upon me in thy Wrath. O 
Lord, pardon my Sins, which are 
great and many, for the ſake of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who made him- 


ſelf a Sacrifice for Sinners. And be 
pleaſed to beget in me ſuch laſting 
Indignation and Hatred to all man- 
ner of Sin, that I may be kept ſafe 
from being overcome by any Tem- 
ptations to it all my Life long ; And 
may grow 1n Grace, and in all Chri- 
{tian Virtues; and may be carried 
| on 


on by thy mighty Power, through 


- 
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Faith unto Salvation. O Lord, vouch- 
ſafe to preſerve our General, with 
all the Officers and all the Soldiers 
in this our Army, and make us 


faithful to our Prince, and valiant 


for the Intereſts of our Country: I 


beſeech Thee pardon our great Sins, 
reform our corrupt Manners, and be 
pleaſed to keep us from all Evil, Spi- 
ritual and Temporal: and make us 
to reſt in Safety under the Covert 
of thy Wings this Night and for 
ever, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
who has commanded us when we 
pray, toſlay: 


Our Father which art, Kc. 


9 


A Prayer for one that is Sick or 
Wounded. 


Bleſſed Father of our Lord Je- 

ſus Chriſt, who art by Him 
reconciling this ſinful World to thy 
Self; grant me the ſweet Experience 
of thy Love and Mercy in him, 1 
2 moſt 
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moſt earneſtly beſeech Thee. I lie 
here in Sorrow aud Diſtreſs, under | , 
the Affliction of a pained Body, and | 
afflicted Mind. O Lord, do Thou 
help and ſuccour me, for, withont | 
Thee, vain is the Help of Man: 

Bind up all my Sores, and heal all 

my Diſeaſes. I muſt confeſs, thou 

art righteous in all that has come up- E 
on me. I have deſerved this, and FÞ 
infinitely greater Miſery. But, O 
Lord, deal not with me after my 
Sins, but according to thine infinite 
Mercies. Be pleaſed to reſtore my 
Health, and renew my otrength : 
and ſo ſanaifie this preſent A fflicti- 
on, that I may ſerve Thee better all 
the Days of my Life. In the mean 
time, O my God, be pleaſed to arm 
me with Patience, and to ſtrength- 
en my Faith and Reſolution of liv- 
ing a more Holy Life. But if thou 
haſt determined that this preſent 
Affliction ſhall be the Meſſenger of 
Death, © Lord, prepare me for that 
Hour; blot out all my Sins thro? 
the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſan- 
ctifie me in Soul and Body by thy 
good Spirit: That I may live L. 
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thy Honour, and die in thy Peace, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, our moſt bleſ- 
ſed Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 


Our Father, &c. 


| Ejaculations ſuited to the various 
Occaſions of a Military Life, 
and which ſhould be learn'd 
by heart. Wl: 


O Lord, vouchſafe to gird me with 
| Strength, and to honour me with 
thy Salvat ion. 

O Lord, be not far from me: for J 

flee to Thee to help me. | 

© Thou, O Lord, art my Goodneſs, and 
my Fortreſs, my high Tower, and my 
| Deliverer, my Sheild, and He in whom 
J truft, Pſal. cxliv. 2. 

God is our Refuge and Strength, a 
very preſent Help in Trouble: There- 
| fore will we not fear, though the Earth 
be moved, and though the Mountains be 
carried into the midſt of the Sea. 
Pfal. xlvi. 1. 
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The Lord is my Light and my 
Salvation, Whom ſhall J fear? The 
Lord is the Strength of my Life, Of 
whom ſhall I be afraid? Pſal. xxvii. 
1. „ ĩ· 
Remember, O Lord, thy tender Mer- 


have been ever of old, Pſal. xxi. 6. 

Remember not the Sins of my 
Tauth, nor my Tranſgreſſions; but ac- 
cording to thy Mercy remember Thou 
vne for thy Goodneſs ſake, O Lord, 
Plal. xxv. 7. 

O Lord of Hoſts, vouchſafe to put 
thoſe to Confuſion that hate us, and 
Fight thou againſt thoſe that Fight a- 
gainſt us. | 
A Horſe is a wain thing for Safe- 
2 ty; neither is any Man ſaved by his 
= great Strength. 
= In vain is an Arm of Fleſh: 0 
= Lord, be Thou our Defence. | 
= Bleſſed be the Lord my Strength, 
who teacheth my Hands to War, and 
1 my Fingers to Fight, Pſal. cxliv. 1. 


A Me- 


cics, and thy loving Kindneſs, for they 
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A Meditation proper for 4 
Solater, | 


THE Providence of God has en- 

gaged me in a Calling, which the 
Defence of my Country has made ne- 
ceſſary, and which I may (by diſ- 
charging it with Courage and Fide- 
lity as I ovght to do,) make honour- 
able. But however, it is a Caling 
wherein as I muſt expect to meet with 
| Dangers that may take away my Life 
before | think of it, ſo I am like to 
meet with ſuch Snares and Temptati- 


ons as will, if I take not good Heed, 


make me leſs fit for it. I ſhould 
therefore ſo think now of both, as 
to be well prepared againſt them, 
by fortifying my Breaſt againſt the 
Fear of Danger; that I may, if oc- 
caſion be, generouſly, and like an 
Honeſt Man, expoſe my Life for my 
Prince and Country; and in order to 
this, I muſt take care to live ſo, that 
if it ſhall pleaſe God to take me out 
of this World, 1 may be happy in 
the other. 1 9 be 
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Theſe are Things which deſerve 
my moſt ſerious Conſideration, If 
I have not Courage, as I ſhail juſtly 
expoſe my ſelf to Reproach and 
Shame, ſo I ſhall bring a Scandal and 
Diſhonour upon my Country, and what 
is worſe, baſely betray a Truſt that 
is repoſed in me. Andif I do not 
take Care to ſerve God, and tolive 
Piouſly and ſoberly, I hazard the 
Loſs. of my Immortal Soul, which 
will be much worſe to me than 
any Thing that can befal me in this 
World. | 

I muſt conſider, That God has 
made the ſame Laws for Soldiers, 
that He has done for other People; 
He requires the ſame Piety and Ho- 
lineſs ; the ſame Sobriety and Pu- 
rity; the ſame Juſtice and Hone- 
ſty ; the ſame Mercy and Pity from 
them, that He does from others. 
And though they may ſometimes In- 
jure or Oppreſs their Neighbours, 
or commit other Sins with more 
Security from Puniſhment here, than 
ſome others can, yet God equally 


takes Notice of it; and no Man is 


powerful enough to eſcape his Hands. 
| Neceſ[it 
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Neceſſity has made ſome Things the 
allowed Laws of War, which other- 


wiſe would be very Hard and Un- 


juſt ; but as it is Neceſſity only that 
has given publick Allowance to 
thoſe Practices; ſo we ought to take 
due Care to carry them no farther. 
And in all other Things, we muſt a& 
by the ſame Rules of Fuftice and Mer- 
cy that God has laid down for the 
Government of the World: And in 
this we ſhould be the more ſtrict, be- 


cauſe theſe poor People, in whoſe 


Country we are, do often Suffer ve- 
ry much from what Neceſlity lays 


upon them; and therefore it would 
be Inhumane to add to their Bur- 


then by Violence and Oppreſſion. 
My Calling, as a Soldier, will ob- 
lige me to overcome much of that 


Natural Love which we all have for 


Life ; and in fome Caſes alfo, to o- 


vercome much of that Tenderneſs and 
Compaſſion that we ought to have for 
the Lives of others: But in both 


thefe, there are Cautions to be ob- 


ſerved: As in this latter Caſe, tho“ 
the Killing of Men may be ſometimes 
my Duty, yet 1 muſt have a Care 
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that this doth not make me Barba- | 
rous and Cruel, Savage and Inhumane; 
that it doth not make me delight in 
Blood, or take away quite that Love, 
and Pity, and good Nature, which 
God has commanded us to have for 
one another; for this would be a 
Temper directly contrary to the Na- 
ture of God, and eſpecially to that 
Temper of Soul, which my Holy Re- 
ligion requires of me. And though 
I muſt often expoſe my Life, it muſt 
not be raſhly, and without Reaſon 
thrown away; eſpecially not in any 
private Quarrel or Revenge. 
ASI am a Soldier, my Life belongs In 
to my King and Country, and I cane n 
not in Juſtice diſpoſe of it but in T 
their Service: And, what is infinite- E 
t 
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ly more awful, I muft conſider, that 
to diſpoſe of my own Life, or to take 
away another Man's, in a Private Re- 
venge, or Quarrel, is to take the | 
Sword of Juſtice into my Hands tl 
without Commiſſion; to invade the W 
| Rights of the Great King of Heaven, a 
0 who has ſaid, Vengeance js his; to © 
[ break through the Laws of my bleſ- 
[ ſed Saviour, who has very. ſeverely 
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forbidden Revenge; who commands 
us to forgive our Enemies; to pray 


for them that hate us, and deſpite fully 


uſe us; and, in ſhort, 'tis at leaſt 
in Intention, a double Murther, ot 
him and me, and a Hazard both of 
Body and Soul; for which I am ſure 
nothing, that a Man can get by it, will 
be able to make him amends. 

Theſe, and many other Tempta- 
tions, either my Profeſſion, or my 
Company, will be very apt to ex- 


' Poſe me to. God grant I may be ſo 
wiſe as to conſider and avoid them. 


And fince his Providence has put 


me into a Calling that does, above a- 


ny other, require me to deſpiſe 
Death. O that He would give me 


Grace to make it my great Concern | 
to provide for a happy Eternity; to 


get my Sins pardoned, my Peace 


made, and my Soul fitted for Hea- _ 


ven now while I have time; and 


then the Sting and Terror of Death 


would be gone; I might then wiſely 
and prudently deſpiſe it, and not 


only Manfully, but Cheerfully, ven- 


ture upon it, whenever my Duty 
ſhall call me to it. 
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A Prayer for good Succeſs and 
| | Vit 009. 


Lmighty Lord God, Thou art 

the great Governour of the 
World, and diſpoſeſt all the Turns 
and Revolutions of it according to 
thy good Pleaſure, but ſt ill as it ſhall 
beſt agree with infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs. Lord, I humbly implore 
thy Bleſſing upon that great Affair 
we are now engaged in, the Defence 
of our Country, and our Religion, 
and all that's dear to vs in this 
World. It muſt be confeſſed, O 
Lord, that we have for a long time 
mightily abuſed the Bleſſings of all 
Sorts, which Thou haſt been pleaſed 
to beſtow upon us; but eſpecially 
that great Bleſſing of thy Gnſpe), by 
not bringing forth the Fruit of it; 
and may now very juſtly fear, that 
Thou fhouldſt call us to Account, 
and make. us ſerve our Enemies in 
the Want of all theſe things, ſince 
we would not ferve Thee 1n the A- 
bundance and Enjoyment of them. 
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But, O Lord moſt Mighty, O Holy 
and Mercifu Father, deliver ns not, 
I pray Thee, into their Hands: 
Spare thy People, and-give not thy 
Heritage to Reproach. Be pleaſed ' 
to be with our Fleets and Armies. 


: to go along with' them, and prof- | 
s per their Undertakings. Let not 
A our many Provocations, by the great f 
I Diſhonour that is daily and publickly 
d thrown upon thy Holy Name, cauſe JAM 
Thee to' remove thy Preſence from, 4 
5 among us; but ſo overcome our hard || 
e Hearts with thy Goodneſs, that we 
| may allat” laſt join with Heart and 
% Mouth in Songs of Praiſe and Thankſ= = » 
) giving. O Lord, bleſs and protet  ! 


our Sovereign Lord the King, and A}! 
1 proſper his Arms by Sea and Land, 

1 and grant that Efe may reign long 
y over us; and be the happy laſtru- 

ment of doing much Good to thy, = 

People. Finally, I beg thy Bleſſing 

: upon our whole Nation. Grant that | 

we may be ſo Wiſe; as to take No- 


b tice of this Day of our Viſitation, 
2 that we may, by à ferious and” ge- 


neral Reformation, prevent: thy | 
Jud gments, and be made fit for thy | 
$3 TTL * Meer- 
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Mercies; that we may be and conti- 
nue, for all Generations, that happy 
People, who have the Lord for their 
God. Amen. TIES 


Some ſhort Ejaculations to be uſed 
O Thee, O Lord, appertain the 
'4 Iſſues of Life and Death. Thy 
Will be done. Into thy Hands I com- 
—_ TT” %e<.. 
If it be thy bleſſed Will, ſpare. 
me a little, that I may be better fit- 
ted for Eternity, before I go hence. 
And here I promiſe, O Lord, that 
if it ſhall be thy good Pleaſure to pre- 
ſerve me from the Dangers of this 
Battle, that I will, Serve Thee more 
Holily than hitherto I have done. 
But however Thou art pleaſed to 
diſpoſe of me, Lord, pardon my 
Sins: Waſh them away in the Blood 
of thy dear Son, that I may be fit 
for Heaven, and then I ſhall embrace 
Life or Death, as it ſhall beſt pleaſe 
Thee, | 3 5 , ; dig 15 . : a 6 
wy oy 3 Lord, 


Lord, have Mercy and Pity upon 
all thoſe poor Creatures that ſhall this 


Day loſe their Lives, and receive 


them into thine Infinite Mercy. 

The Lord give me Courage to do 
my Duty Manfully, for the Honour 
of my King and Country, and for 
the Preſervation of my Religion. 

Now is the Time, O Lord, be 
pleaſed to ſtir dᷣp thy Strength, and 
come and help us; without Thee, 
vain is the Help of Man. O let us 
not go up, unleſs thy Preſence, O 
Lord of Hoſts, be with us. Through 
Thee ſhall we be able to do great 
Acts; through Thee, ſhall we be a- 
ble to tread down our Enemies. O 
Lord, inſpirit our Hearts, ſtrength- 
en our Hands, and give us Victory, 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 2 5 


Short | 
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8 Prayers kor Soldiers: 


Short Ejaculations and Prayers for 
a Sick or Wounded Soldier; 


EA F Mercy upon me, O Lord, 
| & after thy great Goodneſs, accord- 
mg to the Multitude of thy Mercies, 
do away mine Offences. 
O Remember not the Sins nor Offen- 
ces of my Youth, but according to thy 
Mercy think Thou. upon me, O Lord, 
for thy. Goodneſs. | 
Waſh me throughly fremm my: Wicked- 
neſs, and cleanſe me from my Sins. 
Male me a clean Heart, O. God, and 
renew arighi Spirit within me. 
My Soul - cleaveth to the Duſt. O 
quicken me according to thy Word. 


- Moſt gracious Father, the great 
judge of the Dead and Living, 
who haſt all the Ifſues of Life and 

Death in thy Hand; behold thy poor 
Creature now running to Thee in his 
greateſt Extremity. Be pleaſed, if 
it be thy bleſſed Will, to Recover 
me again, that I may praiſe Thee in 
the Land of the Living, and make 
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my ſelf fitter to Appear before” 
Thee. But if it be thy Will that L. 
muſt Die, O, for thy Mercy" s ſake, 
and for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake | pardon 
all my Sins before I go hence. © 
let me not go out of the World, be-- 
fore my Peace is made with Thee. 
Work in me a true and hearty Con- 
trition and Sorrow, and all thoſe di- 
vine Graces that may fit my Soul for 
Heaven; and then, of thy Mercy, 
receive it thither. 
O Bleſſed Jefus! Thou that Diedſf 
for me, that haſt Suffered ſo much 
for me, O ſuffer not this poor Soul of 
mine to be caft away for Ever; O 
moſt mercifuł Saviour, ſuffer me not 
to fall into the bitter Pains of Eternal 
Death. 

Bleſſed Lord jeſus, be my Comfort 
now in theſe my laſt Agonies, and 
to all Bternity. Amen. 
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Prophane Swearers. 


Othing can be more piercing to 
the Heart of a Chriſtian, than 
to hear the multitudes of horrid 
Oaths and prophane Speeches 
which proceed our of the Mouths of many 
People, without any Senſe of the Evil they 
do, or fear of any ching they muſt ſuffer 
for ſo doing. To hear the Great and Ter- 
rible Name of GOD polluted by Men, 
which is adored by Angels; and ro conſi- 
der how often that Sacred Name is propha- 
ned in common Diſcourſe, which we are 
not worthy once to mention in our Prayers, 
is very horrible to all that have not loſt the 
Senſe of a Supreme Being, To ſuch I there- 
fore here apply my ſelf, in the Fear of 
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God, and Faithfulneſs of a Frierd, be- 
ſeeching them to conſider, with the Reaſon 
that is common to Man, the few Things 
I have to lay before them, with reference 
to their dangerous Caſe; for as yet, ſeri- 
ous Conſideration and Repentance may 
pre vent the everlaſting Miſery that is com- 
ing upon them. 1 

1. In the firſt Place, it muſt appear to 
all rhe Senſe of all Mankind, the raſneſt and 
fooliſheft Thing in the World, to provoke 
the Wrath of an infinitely Powerful Being, 
and that meerly for the Sake ofa few need- 
leſs and impertinent Words, by which He 
is juſtly provoked to cut you off in a Me- 
ment, and to caſt you into remed:leſs Tor- 
ment. This is hat no Man dares do in 
Caſes of leſs Danger. You dare not revile 
a General at the Head of his Army ; no, 
nor rouze a ſleeping Lion when ycu are 
within the reach of his Paws, Ard is the Al- 
mighty G O D the only contemyribie Being 
in your Account, that may be provcked 
without Fear, and offended without Pu- 
niſhment 2 Doycv not read what He hath 
annexed to his Third Cemmandment? name- 
ly, That He will not hold him guiltleſs that 
taleth his Name in vain: that is, that He 
will certainly and terribly puniſn ſuch as 
prophane it. And you are every Mi- 
pute in danger of this: For God is 4 
0000 
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2. And; 
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neſs and Ingratitude is as great as your 
Danger: For 'tis a moſt ſenſleſs Thing to 
deſpiſe that Almizhty Being which you at 
other times adore, Is it not a ridiculous 
Folly ro fall on your Knees to God one 
Hour, and ro blaſpheme Him the next 
One would not think that this could be 


done by any one that has any Senſæ or Con- 


federation,” For it is perfectly horrible 
to the Reaſon of Man, that any one 


ſhould defie che God that made him, 


and in whoſe Hands his Breath is; and 
by whom he will be made infinitely 
happy, or unſpeakably miſerable, ro all E- 
ternity. r 3 | 

3. Fhis is ſuch an Extremity of Sin, 


as can only be match'd in Hell, where 


all are deſperate, and without Hope of 
Mercy. The damned Devils, and the 
Souls of Men in Hell, may be ſuppo- 
fed to rave and blaſpheme in' their Tor- 
ment, becauſe they know that theif Chains 
of Darkneſs are everlaſting, and can ne- 


ver be knocked off. But for the Man 


who ſwims in the Rivers of God's 
Goodneſs, and is- viſited with freſh Pre- 
fents of his Love every Moment; for 
this Favourite Creature to ſet his Mouth a- 
gainſt she Heavens, and to blaſpheme a gra- 
eious, a- patient, and bountiful: God, is a 


heighth! of Sin whiclf exceeds the blackneſs 
1. And. 


— 


Of tell it elk. 


2. And, in the next Place, your Baſoꝰ 
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4. And all this is done againft God, with- 
ont ſo much as pleaſing any one of our Sen- 
ſes. Ir is a taſtleſs and a fruitleſs Sin. Ir 
brings no Pleaſure to the Palate, nor Gain 
to the Purſe. And it may even puzzle the 
prophane Perſon himſelf co tell us, for what 
it is he ſells his Soul? Indeed, he does not 
ſell ar all in this Cale: he prodigally gives 
away his Scul, without Repentance, to the 
Devil, and parts with a bleſſed Eternity for 
Nothing. 

J. Ard it is further to be conſidered, 
That the Tongue of Man is his Glory, and 
humane Speech a ſort of Miracle in Na- 
ture: And it is given to Man, that he 
might glorifie God, who gave it to bim. 
And will you, dare you pervert the Uſe of 


ſo divine a Gift? Do but conſider how 


wonderful a Thing the Speech of Manis, 
which,by the little different Motions of the 
Tongue and Lips, does p'ain!y and diſtinct- 
ly pronounce. Millions of Words: Now, to 
abuſe ſuch an excellent Faculty, is much 
worſe than to be wholly deprived of it:; 
ſo that the Blaſphemer is viler than the 
very Beaſts; and the Time may come. 
when he ſhall wiſh that he had been born 


as dumb as they; or that his Lips had been 


perpetually cloſed, rather than to have o- 
pened them to his own Confuſion and Con- 

demnation. 
6. And 'tis a very unhappy Circum- 
ſtance of their Sin, chat the Returns of 
1* 
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it are frequent. Though it is of ſo horri- 
ble a Nature, and of ſuch infinite Guilt, 
yer it may be repeated many times in a 
Minute; yea, we find ſome mulriplying 
their Oaths in the ſame Breath. In ma- 
ny other groſs Sins it cannot be ſo: If a 
Man be overcome with Drink, there muſt 
be 4 conſiderable Space of Time ere he 
can be ſo again; or if he be given to 
prophane the Sacred Day of our Lerd, he 
cannot do it every Day. Bur the Pro- 
phane Swearer is ready for another Oath 
almoft befere the Sound of the firſt is 
out of our Ears. Yea, ſome double and 
treble them in one Sentence, even ſo as 
to confound rhe Senſe of what they ſay, 
by a horrible din of Blaſphemy. Ah! 
whar a vaſt heap of theſe heinous Sins 
lie at every common Swearer's Door! 
Twould be apt ro fink him almoſt ro 
deſpair, if he could ſee the whole Sum of 
them. And Oh! what a ſeared and ſenſe. 
leſs Conſcience has he, that feels not thi 
mountainous Weight! « 
7. Indeed, This outragious Treatment 
of God's Holy Name ſeems to be one of the 
urmoſt Efforts of the Malice of Man a- 
gainſt him. His Being is above their reach, 
and his Happineſs is unchangeable, and 
cannot be moleſted. Bur his Name may 
be prophaned or glorified by Men. And 
ah! with what ſpice and rancour do pro- 


phane People treat it! And therefore ho. 
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juſt is that terrible Threat, (Deut. xxviii. 
56.) If thou ſhalt not fear this Glorious and 
Fearful Name, THE LORD THY GOD, 
He will male thy Plagues wonderful. 

8. For, hereby you harden Inſidels a- 
gainſt the Chriſtian Religion, It cannot 
be expected that they ſhould honour your 
God, when you your ſelves deſpiſe him; 
or that any ſhould embrace your Religion, 
when you your ſelves trample it under 
your Feer, Yea, (with Grief, and Shame, 
and Horror be it ſpoken,) *tis by rea- 
ſon of ſuch ſcandalous Impieties as thele, 
that our Holy Religion (the beſt and 
pureſt in it ſelf) is become conremprible 
amongſt the Heathen, and that the bleſ- 
ſed Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
his Doctrine, are deſpiſed, Bur wo unte 
them by whom theſe Offences ce me; ſuch as ne- 
ver heard the Name of Chriſt, will fare ber. 


ter in the laſt Judgment, than ſuch as know 


it, and blaſpheme it. 

Lea, God h.mlelt reftifies, that Ji, Name 
is great among the Heathens, (Mal. i. 11.) 
And we find a Heathen Emperour makirg a 
Decree, That whoſoever ſpake any thing a- 
miſs of Almighty] God ſhould be cut in pieces, 
and his Houſe made a Dunghil, Dan. iii. 9. 
And ir was the firſt Maxim of a Heathen 
Philoſopher, That the higheſt Veneration be 
always paid to God, Which is indeed the 
Senſe of all Mankind; and to think or act o- 
rherwiſe, is to confound the very Order 
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of Nature. And therefore we ſeldom find 
any mention of the Name of God in the 
Holy Scriptures, withour ſome other 
word joined with ir, ro ſtrike our Minds 
with Reverence; As, the Hoh Name, 
the Bleſſed Name, the Glorious Name, the 


Great and Terrible Name. And the Jevs 


and Turks have always treated it with 


er Veneration. So that it muſt 


e an inhumane ſenſleſneſs and a diabolt- 
cal Fury to contradict all narural and 
revealed Religion, and all the ſober Sen- 
timents of Mankind, by polluting and 
prophanirg it. 

10. And therefore, how light and diſ- 
proportionable is that ſmall Punihment 
which our Legiſlators have laid upon this 
horrible Crime! And how highly Praiſe- 
worthy is the Zeal of rhoſe werthy Per- 
ſons who have engaged themſelves in So- 
cieties for the Suppreſſing of it, with: 
our other crying Enormiries, by the Ex- 
ecution of the Laws, and have been ſo 
ſucceſsful therein. The Scandalizing of 
a Noble Man, yea, or the Defaming of a 
Man of Buſineſs and Trade, is uſually pu- 
niſhed with the Forfcirure of Hundreds ef 


Pounds: Bur the Great and Terrible God 


is blaſphemed, and People cry our: of 
hard Uſage when they pay but a en 
Shillings, and ſuffer bur too little Shame 
for the monſtrous Offence. Bur this is a 
Clamour without Reaſon; and happy will 
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they be, who, by this light Infliction, are 
brought to a timely Senſe of their Sin and 
Folly, and ſo eſcape everlaſting Puniſhmenr, 
in thoſe unquenchable Flames, where the 
Blaſphemer may be ſuppoſed to cry out of 
his parch'd Tongue, and ſay, It is juſtly kor- 
mented in theſe Flames. 

11, Upon the whole, how is every Lo- 
ver of God, of Man, and of the Publick Good, 
bound in Conſcience to oppoſe this vile and 
horrible Sin! to reprove ir, to ſhame it, and 
in all fir Circumſtances ro inform the Ma- 
giſtrate of ir, and ro do their utmoſt to 
baniſh ir from Humane Society. For it 
breaks the bounds of all that is Sacred, 
Civil, or Decent; and it is a moſt high 
Offence againſt God, and an Affront to 
all that bear the Name of Chriſt, who 
are by ſolemn Vows obliged to reſent and 
oppoſe it. 

12. For where this direful Sin prevails, 


how does it render that Place a ſort of 


Hell upon Earth. God is greatly ho- 
noured in the Regions above. His An- 


gels bleſs Him perpetually, and the Saint: 


above praiſe, love, admire, and adore 


Him. Yea, the Birds ſeem, in their Way, 


to ſing forth the Praiſes of their Creator: 
And the inanimate Creatures obſerve the 
Laws of their Creation. But wicked Men 
and damned Devils b aſpheme the Name 
of the moſt high God, and do Him 
diſhonour, Bur ler me entrear all Per- 

| ſons 
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ſons whatſoever, that have Reaſon and 
Self-love, that they caſt not themlſelves in- 
to this accurſed Herd of Biaſphemers; leſt 
after a little Partnerſhip with them in their 
Sin, they be for ever conjoined with them 


in their Puniſument. 


If thou be wiſe, thou ſpale be wiſe for 
thy ſelf ; but if thou ſcorneſt, thou alone 
halt bear it. Prov. ix. 12. 
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Woodward, and Sold by J. Downing. 


H E Divine Original and In- 
comparable Excellency of the 
Chriſtian Religion, aſſerted in VIII 
Sermons at Boyle's Lecture. 

An Account of the Riſe and Pro- 
greſs of the Religious Societies in 
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The Voung-Man's Monitor; ſhew- 
ing the great Happineſs of early 
Piety, and the dread ful Conſequence 
of indulging youthful Luſts. Pr. 6d. 

A ſhort Catechiſm explaining the 
Subſtance of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Suited to Children and the meaneſt 
Capacities, Price 34. 

Paſtoral Advice to young Perſons, 
in order to their being confirmed by 
the Biſhop. Price 3d. 

Paſtoral Advice to a young Perſon 
lately confirmed. Price 2d. 

A few Cautions and Directions, in 
order to the more devout and decent 
Performance of the publick Worſhip 
of God, Price 14. 

The Neceſſary Duty of Fami- 
Iy-Prayer, and the deplorable Con- 

dition 


dition ofPrayerleſs Families conſider- 
ed. Prict 16 | 
The Seaman's Monitor: Wherein 
Particular Advice is given to Sea-fa- 
ring Men with reference to their Be- 
haviour; I. Before, II. In, and III. 
After their Voyage. With ſome Pray- 
ers for their Uſe. Price 4d. | 
Serious Advice to the Officers and 
Seamen of the Royal Navy. Pr. 24. 
A Kind Caution to prophane 
Swearers. Price 1d. 
An earneſt Perſuaſive to the ſerious 
x Obſervance of the Lord's-Day. Pr. 14. 
f A Diſſuaſive from the Sin of Drunk- 
4 enneſs. Price 14. 
A Rebuke to the Sia of Unclean- 
neſs. Price 1d. | 
A Serious Reflexion on the grie- 
vous Scandal of prophane Language 
in Converſation. Price 1d. 
The Baſeneſs and Peraiciouſneſs 
of the Sin of Slandering and Backbi- 
ting. Price 24. 
The Chriſtian Peace-Maker. Pr. 2d. 
The Soldier's Monitor. Being ſeri— 
ous Advice to Soldiers, to behave 
themſelves with a juſt Regard to Re- 
ligion and true Manhood. Pr. 44. 


Tre an 2 © ” 
22 2 3 OY, — 


N 


Es 


—Q x 7  —_" EO" 


